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' Sir, that expulsion was extremely just and proper1. What have they to do at an University who are not willing to be taught, but will presume to teach ? Where is religion to be learnt but at an University? Sir, they were examined, and found to be mighty ignorant fellows.' BOSWELL. ' But, was it not hard, Sir, to expel them, for I am told they were good beings?' JOHNSON. ' I believe they might be good beings ; but they were not fit to be in the University of Oxford *. A cow is a very good animal in the field ; but we turn her out of a garden.' Lord Elibank used to repeat this as an illustration uncommonly happy.
Desirous of calling Johnson forth to talk, and exercise his wit, though I should myself be the object of it, I resolutely ventured to undertake the defence of convivial indulgence in wine, though he was not to-night in the most genial humour '. After urging the common plausible topicks, I at last had recourse to the maxim, in vino veritas, a man who is well warmed with wine will speak truth 4. JOHNSON. ' Why,
1  Much such an expulsion as this Johnson had justified in his Life of Cheynel ( Works, vi. 415)-    'A temper of this kind,' he wrote, ' is generally inconvenient and offensive in any society, but in a place of education is least to be tolerated ---- He may be justly driven from a society, by which he thinks himself too wise to be governed, and in which he is too young to teach, and too opinionative to learn.'
2  Johnson wrote far otherwise of the indulgence shown to Edmund
Smith the poet.   ' The indecency and licentiousness of his behaviour
drew upon him, Dec. 24, 1694, while he was yet only bachelor, a pub-
lick admonition, entered upon record, in order to his expulsion.    Of
this reproof the effect is not known.    He was probably less notori-
ous    At Oxford, as we all know, much will be forgiven to literary
merit         Of his lampoon upon Dean Aldrich, [Smith was a Christ-
Church man], I once heard a single line too gross to be repeated.
But he was still a genius and a scholar, and Oxford was unwilling to
lose him ; he was endured with all his pranks and his vices two years
longerTbut on Dec. 2o, ,705, at the instance of all the Canons the
sentence declared five years before was put in execution.   The exe-
cution was, I believe, silent and tender.'    Works, vii. 373~4-
0u  bo'ttleSnve^ation,' wrote Addison, • is infected with party-lying.'    The Spectator, No. 507.Ox-ford,' he wrote (Letters, v. 97),' has begun with these rascals, and I
